
You are receiving this newsletter because you are located 

near the Wild Steer Butte Wind Power Facility Interconnection 

Project in the Bow Island area and we want your input.

This transmission project proposes to connect Shell Canada Energy’s (Shell) 
proposed Wild Steer Butte Wind Power Project to Alberta’s electric system, 
providing Albertans with access of up to 775 megawatts (MW) of additional 
wind-powered energy.

We want to provide you with:

• project details

• maps of the proposed development

• project schedule

• information about how you can provide your input

Definition 

Transmission
Transmission lines make up Alberta’s 
electric highway, linking the places 
where power is generated to where 
power is used. Transmission lines 
transport large amounts of power 
over long distances across the 
province. The transmission system 
connects diverse sources of power 
generation including wind, coal, 
natural gas and more. 

ContACt US
1-877-267-1453 (toll free)

stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca

Visit us online at 
www.altalink.ca/regionalprojects
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DiD yoU knoW?
The average four-person family in Alberta today 
has 20 ‘instant-on’ electronics such as laptops, 
DVD players, music device chargers and cell 
phone chargers. This is in addition to the other 
appliances necessary to run a home – fridges, 
stoves, microwaves, washers and dryers – all of 
which require a reliable supply of electricity.



2

")

BOW ISLAND

Granlea
Reservoir

UV3

UV879 UV885

LEGEND
") Approved Whitla Substation

") Potential Area for Proposed Shell 1 Collector
Substation

") Potential Area for Proposed Shell 2 Collector
Substation and AltaLink Switching Station

") Potential Area for Proposed Shell 3 Collector
Substation

Potential Transmission Line

Major Road

Water Body

Urban Area

Forty Mile Coulee

")

BOW ISLAND

Granlea
Reservoir

UV3

UV879 UV885

LEGEND
") Approved Whitla Substation

") Potential Area for Proposed Shell 1 Collector
Substation

") Potential Area for Proposed Shell 2 Collector
Substation and AltaLink Switching Station

") Potential Area for Proposed Shell 3 Collector
Substation

Potential Transmission Line

Major Road

Water Body

Urban Area

Forty Mile Coulee

Who iS AltAlink? 
AltaLink’s transmission system 
effi  ciently delivers electricity to 85 
per cent of Albertans. Dedicated to 
meeti ng the growing need for 
electricity, AltaLink connects 
Albertans to renewable, reliable 
and low-cost power. With a 
commitment to community and 
environment, AltaLink is ensuring 
the transmission system will 
support Albertans’ quality of life 
for years to come. Learn more at 
www.altalink.ca.

Why is this project needed?
Shell has requested a transmission interconnecti on for its proposed Wild 
Steer Butt e Wind Power Project. The Alberta Electric System Operator (AESO) 
has confi rmed the need for AltaLink’s Wild Steer Butt e Wind Power Facility 
Interconnecti on Project.

This wind power project in the Bow Island area may provide up to 775 MW 
of additi onal wind power to the province’s electric system.

LEGEND

Definition 

Alberta electric 
System operator 
The Alberta electric System operator 
(AeSo) is the independent, not-
for-profi t organizati on responsible 
for the safe, reliable and economic 
planning and operati on of the 
Alberta electric system. 



Project details

neW SWiTCHing STATion

The proposed AltaLink switching station will be approximately 67 metres (220 feet) 
by 135 metres (443 feet). The final switching station location will be determined 
using stakeholder input about the site location and potential routes for the 
transmission line. The proposed switching station will require an access road.

The proposed transmission developments in your area include:

• building a new switching station, to be located adjacent to the Shell 2  
Collector Substation

• building approximately 500 metres (1,640 feet) of new 240 kV single circuit 
transmission line to connect the Shell 2 Collector Substation to the proposed 
new switching station

• building approximately 10 to 14 kilometres (six to nine miles) of new 240 kV 
single circuit transmission line to connect the Shell 1 Collector Substation to  
the proposed new switching station

• building approximately 15 to 20 kilometres (nine to 12 miles) of new 240 kV 
single circuit transmission line to connect the proposed new switching station 
to the approved Whitla Substation (please note that depending on the route 
selected, a portion of the line may be built around the outside of the Shell 3 
Collector Substation)

• building approximately six to seven kilometres (four miles) of new 240 kV 
single circuit transmission line to connect the Shell 3 Collector Substation to 
the approved Whitla Substation (please note that depending on the route 
selected, a portion of this line may parallel an approved transmission line in the 
Bowmanton to Whitla Transmission Project, or a proposed transmission line in 
the Etzikom Coulee to Whitla Transmission Project)

• modifications to the approved Whitla Substation to include additional  
240 kV equipment

Definition

Switching station
A switching station connects two or 
more transmission lines so power 
can be re-routed and transported to 
where it’s needed.

Definition

Substation
Substations are used to change 
voltages in the power system. 
Substations house the equipment 
used to control and protect the flow 
of power in the electrical system. 
When power passes through a 
substation, its voltage is changed 
to suitable voltages either for 
connection to other transmission 
lines, or transported to communities 
through the distribution system.
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The proposed switching station will look 

similar to the one pictured here.
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AltaLink is responsible for the consultation and construction of the proposed 
transmission lines and switching station. Shell is responsible for the consultation 
and construction of the proposed wind power facility and the three Shell Collector 
Substations. If you have any questions regarding the proposed Shell wind power 
facility or collector substations, they can be directed to Shell. Shell’s contact 
information is on the back of this newsletter.

TRAnSmiSSion STRuCTuReS

AltaLink’s proposed H-frame transmission structures will:

• be approximately 18.5 to 24 metres tall (61 to 79 feet)

• be spaced approximately 200 metres apart (656 feet)

• be six to eight metres wide (20 to 26 feet)

• require a right-of-way of 40 metres (130 feet)

Please note that in some locations the proposed transmission line route parallels 
routes from other 240 kV double circuit transmission line projects in the area –  
the approved Bowmanton to Whitla Transmission Project and the proposed 
Etzikom Coulee to Whitla Transmission Project. These projects have a right-of-way 
of 60 metres (196 feet) and when paralleling the Wild Steer Butte Wind Power 
Facility Interconnection Project, the two right-of-ways will total 100 metres  
(328 feet) to accommodate both transmission lines. 

Definition

Right-of-way 
The right-of-way is a strip of land 
required for the construction 
and operation of a transmission 
line. A right-of-way refers to the 
physical space a transmission line 
encompasses, including areas on 
either side of the line. The right-
of-way will provide certain rights 
regarding the usage of the property, 
but ownership of the land will 
remain with the landowner.

PleASe note
Please note that the Shell Collector 
Substations are not part of the 
AltaLink Wild Steer Butte Wind 
Power Facility Interconnection 
Project. For more information about 
these facilities please contact Shell’s 
Stakeholder Consultation group at 
1-866-739-1333, or email  
scan-wildsteerbutte@shell.com.

Picture of 240 kV H-frame structure 

similar to structures being proposed
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Route selection
When identifying route options, AltaLink takes several factors into 
consideration in an effort to find routes with the lowest overall impact. Some 
of the factors we take into consideration include:

• agricultural • residential
• environmental • electrical
• cost • visual
• special considerations

Please let us know what other factors are important to you so we can 
consider them when refining route options.

Providing your input
Stakeholder input is critical to identifying the lowest overall impact route for this 
transmission project. You can provide your input in any of the following ways.

ATTenDing ouR oPen HouSeS

Please join us at our open houses listed below. We will be available to share 
information, gather your input and address any questions or concerns you 
might have.

Tuesday 
September 13, 2011

Foremost, 
AB

4 to 8 p.m. Foremost Community 
Hall (802 1 Ave N)

Wednesday 
September 14, 2011

Foremost, 
AB

4 to 8 p.m. Foremost Community 
Hall (802 1 Ave N)

PArTIcIPATIng In A one-on-one conSuLTATIon

We will be contacting all landowners, occupants or renters near the proposed 
project to gather input through one-on-one consultations. Through these 
discussions we will collect detailed information that will help us determine 
the best route for this project.

ConTACTing uS DiReCTLY

You can contact us by phone, e-mail, mail or through our website.  
Our contact information is on the front and back page of this newsletter.

Project schedule

Summer 2011
Notify and consult with stakeholders on potential  
route options

Fall/Winter 2011 Announcement of preferred and alternate routes

Spring 2012 File application with Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC)

loCAl PRojeCt 
BenefitS – ACCeSS  
to WinD PoWeR  
existing transmission lines and 
substations in the southern part  
of the province do not have the 
capacity to connect power 
generated from new wind farm 
projects. in much the same way 
highways get congested with more 
traffic, transmission lines get 
congested and cannot transport 
additional power. To connect this 
wind generated power to the 
electric grid, new transmission 
projects are being proposed to 
move the wind power from where 
it’s generated to you.
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next steps
The AESO has determined a need for this transmission system development 
and will file a Needs Application with the Alberta Utilities Commission (AUC). 
After AltaLink’s consultation process is complete we will file a Facilities 
Application with the AUC. The AUC will review both the Needs Application 
and the Facilities Application at the same time through a process in which 
stakeholders can participate. We will notify stakeholders when we file the 
application and again once the AUC has reached a decision about the project.

To learn more about the AUC process and how you can become involved, please 
refer to the brochure included in this package titled Public Involvement in Needs 
or Facilities Applications.

Shell will be continuing public consultation and completing a separate project 
application to submit to the AUC for review. If Shell receives approval for its 
project from the AUC, they will then evaluate the project in light of project 
economics and any other project constraints that may apply. If Shell decides to 
proceed with the proposed Wild Steer Butte Wind Power Project, construction 
could begin in 2014.

Who will pay for the project?
All costs associated with the proposed Wild Steer Butte Wind Power Facility 
Interconnection Project will be paid by the customer, Shell.

Projects in the area 
AltaLink is working on several projects in the area to make sure your lights 
come on at the flick of the switch.

Project name Description Status

Bowmanton to Whitla 
Transmission Project

This approved project includes a 
new transmission line connecting 
the proposed Bowmanton and 
Whitla substations

Project has 
been approved 
by the AUC. 
Construction 
expected to 
begin in August 
2011

Etzikom Coulee to 
Whitla Transmission 
Project

This proposed project includes a 
new transmission line connecting 
the proposed Journault Substation 
and the approved Whitla Substation

Currently in 
first stage of 
consultation with 
stakeholders

Picture Butte to 
Etzikom Coulee 
Transmission Project

This proposed project includes a 
new transmission line connecting 
the proposed Picture Butte 
Substation and the proposed 
Journault Substation

Currently in 
first stage of 
consultation with 
stakeholders

Definition

Alberta utilities 
Commission 
The Alberta utilities commission 
(AuC) ensures the fair and 
responsible delivery of Alberta’s 
utility services. AltaLink submits 
applications for new transmission 
projects to the AuC and the AuC 
reviews them in a public process. 

Definition

needs Application
The AeSo submits needs 
Applications to the Auc for review. 
A needs Application describes why  
a transmission project is required. 
The AuC may review a needs 
Application at the same time it 
reviews a Facilities Application, 
or may review each application 
separately. The AuC must approve 
a needs Application before 
construction can begin. 

Definition

Facilities Application 
AltaLink submits Facilities 
Applications to the Auc for review. 
A Facilities Application describes 
how AltaLink proposes to meet 
the requirement for a transmission 
project. It includes routing 
details, results of the participant 
involvement program and technical 
details. Facilities Applications must 
be approved by the AuC before 
construction can begin. 
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What to expect during construction
If this project is approved, AltaLink will be committed to the protection  
and restoration of the project area throughout the construction process. 
We have set strict standards by which we operate, including restricting work 
hours to reduce the impacts to local residents and businesses, ensuring safe 
construction practices and following environmental protection measures.

Depending on where you are in relation to the project, you may see or hear:

• noise and construction crews

• selective tree and vegetation clearing

• transmission structure construction

• wire stringing on the transmission structures

• construction of a new switching station

Obtaining access and carrying out activities on private property will be 
done in consultation with the landowner. Any noise associated with the 
construction or operation of the new facilities will comply with the AUC’s 
Noise Control Rule 12 and other relevant provincial and municipal noise 
regulations and standards.

Additional work spaces and access trails
Additional workspace and access trails are required for the safe construction 
of the transmission line, including structure assembly, installation and 
stringing. These work spaces are needed to build the line more efficiently.

Access trails are sometimes needed to provide more efficient access to the  
transmission line during the construction period. These trails are usually 
temporary and are located on private properties. 

If the project is approved, we will require work spaces and access trails only  
on the approved route. AltaLink will work with landowners in identifying 
the access trail(s) we may propose on your property, and we will restore the 
access trail area to its original condition.

DiD yoU knoW?  
We’re active in protecting birds  
and have several programs in  
place including the first-of-its-kind 
gReenjACKeT™ - a product that 
protects wildlife in substations  
and switching stations. And  
that’s just the beginning.   
For more information, including  
our innovative recycling  
programs, please visit  
www.altalink.ca/environment.



More information

To learn more about the proposed project, please contact:

ALTALinK 

1-877-267-1453 (toll free)      Email: stakeholderrelations@altalink.ca

To learn more about Alberta’s electricity system and the need for the project, 
please contact: 

ALBerTA eLecTrIc SySTem oPerATor (AeSo) 

1-888-866-2959 (toll free)      Email: stakeholder.relations@aeso.ca

To learn more about the application and review process, please contact:

ALBerTA uTILITIeS commISSIon (Auc) 

780-427-4903 (You can call toll-free by dialing 310-0000 before the number) 
Email: utilitiesconcerns@auc.ab.ca

To learn more about Shell Canada Energy please contact:

SHeLL STAKeHoLDeR ConSuLTATion

1-866-739-1333    Email: scan-wildsteerbutte@shell.com

2611 - 3rd Avenue SE  
Calgary, Alberta T2A 7W7 

Printed on paper using post-consumer content

inClUDeD in thiS 
StAkeholDeR  
infoRMAtion 
PACkAge
• Project maps

•  AltaLink brochure: A Dialogue 
on Electric & Magnetic Fields 

•  AltaLink brochure:  
Good Neighbours 

•  Auc brochure: Public 
Involvement in Needs or 
Facilities Applications 

• AeSo need overview 


